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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-11, 14-20, 22, 24-41 and 43-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,513,126 to Harkins et al. 

As concerns claim 1, a system with at least one server device (server 13; colmnn 6, lines 
jl3-14; 19, 20j) and a plurality of client devices (cdunS 7; \vorkstations 4) 
communicating content (absfr^^ to and from the at least one server device via a 

network, the system comprising a processor (inherent ^:for server to have a processor) 
programmed for receiving content from at least one of the plurality of client devices and 
transmitting the content to at least one other of the client devices according to a preferred 
reception mode (column 7, lines 4^ column 10, lines 42-45) 

directly communicated from the at least one other of the client devices to the at least one server 
device. 

As concerns claim 2, the system recited in claim 1, wherein the at least one other of the 
client devices comprises a plurality of other client devices (column 7, line 7; plurality of 
workstetions 4-) and wherein the content is broadcasted by the at least one server device (119,20) 
to the plurality of other client devices. 
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As concerns claim 3, the system recited in claim 2, wherein the content is broadcasted by 
facsimile (coju^ line 50) to the plurality of other client devices. 

As concerns claim 4, the system recited in claim 2, wherein the content is broadcasted by 
electronic mail (polymn 6, line 1 9; column 7,^ 50) to the plurality of other client devices. 

As concerns claims 5 and 38, wherein the preferred reception mode comprises at least 
one of receiving the content by facsimile and receiving the content by electronic mail (column: 

As concerns claim 6, the system recited in claim 5, wherein receiving the content by 
electronic mail further comprises automatically printing the received content (column 3, lines 

As concerns claims 7, 15 and 39, wherein the preferred reception mode indicates a 
preferred content reception device associated with the at least one other of the client devices, 
the preferred content reception device for converting the content to a user perceptible form 
(abstract-^ lines-hardware; column 10, lines 44-45,). 

As concerns claims 8, 17 and 32, wherein the preferred content reception device is at 
least one of a facsimile machine, a facsimile printer, and a processing device (column 7, line 50; 
abstract-lines 2-3;). 

As concerns claims 9, 18 and 33, wherein the processing device runs at least one of a 
facsimile application for receiving the content and an electronic mail application for receiving 
the content (40). 

As concerns claim 10, the system recited in claim 7, wherein the preferred reception 
mode further indicates at least one content provider (device which provides the reception mode; 
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abstract-machine) designated to provide the content to the at least one other of the client 
devices. 

As concerns claim 1 1, the system recited in claim 7, wherein the preferred reception 
mode further indicates that the content should not be provided to the at least one other of the 
client devices (column 8 5 lines 55-60). 

As concerns claim 14, a system for selecting a preferred mode for receiving content, the 
system comprising: at least one first client device (column /Z^ine 7;~ ; ^ii^tatiom'4) adapted for 
transmitting content; at least one second client device (column 7, line 7; workstations 4) adapted 
for receiving the content; and at least one server device (server 13; column 6, lines 13-14; 19, 20) 
adapted for receiving the content transmitted from the at least one first client device and re- 
transmitting the content to the at least one second client device according to a preferred reception 
mode (column columnlO, lines 42-45) directly 

communicated from the at least one second client device to the at least one server device. Note, it 
has been held that the recitation that an element is "adapted to" perform a function is not a 
positive limitation but only requires the ability to so perform. It does not constitute a limitation 
in any patentable sense. In re Hutchison, 69 USPQ 138. 

As concerns claim 16, the system recited in claim 15, wherein the preferred content 
reception device is coupled to the at least one second client device (coupled via network; figure 
ID- 
AS concerns claim 19, the system recited in claim 14, wherein the at least one second 
client device comprises a plurality of second client devices (column 7, line 7; plurality of 
workstations 4) adapted to receive content; and wherein the at least one server device 
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broadcasts the content received from the at least one first client device to the plurality of second 
client devices according to a preferred reception mode (Sojumn 7 /lines 48-50; ab^ 
]4 ? line 25; column 10, lines 42-45) communicated directly to the at least one server device by 
each of the plurality of second client devices. 

As concerns claim 20, the system recited in claim 14, wherein the at least one first client 
device is adapted for transmitting content over a network (abstract). 

As concerns claim 22, the system recited in claim 14, wherein the at least one second 
client device is adapted for receiving content over a network (labstract). 

As concerns claims 24 and 29, wherein the at least one server device is adapted for 
providing a webpage for accepting the content/listing from the at least one first client device 
(column 6, lines 50-55). 

As concerns claim 25, the system recited in claim 14, wherein the content comprises a 
formatted document (column 10, line 42). 

As concerns claim 26, the system recited in claim 14, wherein the at least one server 
device is adapted for receiving a listing of information (cpluinn y,lineH2^Tft) associated with a 
plurality of second client devices (colu^ 7, line 7; workstations 4) adapted for receiving the 
content according to a preferred reception mode directly communicated from the at least one 
second client device to the at least one server device. 

As concerns claim 27, the system recited in claim 26, wherein the listing is a database file 
(icoiumn^mes 20-2i), 
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As concerns claim 28, the system recited in claim 26, wherein the information comprises 
at least one of a first name, a last name, a facsimile number, a telephone number and an 
electronic mail address (figure 4). 

As concerns claim 30, a system for selecting a preferred device for receiving content, the 
system comprising: at least one first client device (fcolu^7, line 7; worl^^ipns 4) adapted for 
transmitting content; at least one second client device (column 7, line 7; workstations 4) 
associated with a plurality of content reception devices; and at least one server device (server 
[13; column 6, lines 13-14; 19, 20) adapted for receiving the content transmitted from the at least 
one first client device and re-transmitting the content to the at least one second client device 
according to a preferred content reception device selection (boliimn 7, lines 48-50; abstract; 
bolumn 4, line 25; column 10, lines 42-45) directly communicated from the at least one second 
client device to the at least one server device such that at least one selected content reception 
device converts the content to a user perceptible form. 

As concerns claim 3 1, the system recited in claim 30, wherein at least one of the plurality 
of content reception devices is coupled to the at least one second client device (coupled via 

As concerns claim 34, a method for selecting a preferred mode for receiving content, the 
method comprising: providing at least one server device (server 13; column 6, lines 13-14; 19, 
20) for communicating content to and from a plurality of client devices (column 7, line 7; 
plurality ^ receiving content (data sent 0ver the network) from at least one 

content provider; and transmitting the content to at least one of the client devices according to a 
preferred reception mode (column 7, lines 48-50; abstract; column 4^ 
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;42-45) directly communicated from the at least one of the client devices to the at least one 
server device. 

As concerns claim 35, the method recited in claim 34, wherein the at least one of the 
client devices comprises a plurality of client devices (column 7, line 7; plurality of workstations 
j$) and wherein the content is broadcasted by the at least one server device to the plurality of 
client devices. 

As concerns claim 36, the method recited in claim 35, wherein the content is broadcasted 
by facsimile (column 7, line 4; column 7, line 50) to the plurality of client devices. 

As concerns claim 37, the method recited in claim 35, wherein the content is broadcasted 
by electronic mail (column 6, jine 19; column 7, line 50) to the plurality of client devices. 

As concerns claim 40, a method for providing to an information receiver content received 
from information providers, the method comprising: providing at least one server device (server 
13; column 6, lines 13-14; 19, 20) for receiving the content from the information providers and 
for transmitting the content to at least one first client device (column 7, line 7; workstations 4) 
associated with the information receiver; and providing a user interface (40) accessible to the at 
least one first client device, the user interface including user-selectable operators for enabling 
the information receiver to select a preferred reception mode, the preferred reception mode 
(column 7, lines 48-50; abstract; column 4, line 25; column 10, lines 42-45) indicating a 
preferred content reception device associated with the at least one first client device, the 
preferred content reception device for converting the content to a user perceptible form. 

As concerns claim 41, the method recited in claim 40, wherein providing at least one 
server device for receiving the content from the information providers comprises programming 
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the at least one server device for receiving the content (column 7, lines 12-19; column 7, lines 
42-62) from at least one second client device in communication with the at least one server 
device, the at least one second client device being associated with the information providers. 

As concerns claim 43, the method recited in claim 40, wherein the user interface enables 
the information receiver to select the preferred reception mode during a process for registering 
the information receiver (when user selects the preferred reception m^ the user is 
Registering^ 

As concerns claim 44, the method recited in claim 40, wherein the user interface enables 
the information providers to upload the content to the at least one server device (column 7, lines 
1 2-1 9-preferences stored on database/server). 

As concerns claim 45, the method recited in claim 40, wherein the user interface enables 
the information providers to upload a listing of information receivers (column 7, lines 12-19; 
column 7, lines 45-6Q) to the at least one server device. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 21 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 5,513,126 to Harkins et al. 
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As concerns claims 21 and 23 , Harkins et al. do not explicitly disclose wherein the 
network is the Internet. It would have been an obvious design choice to include the Internet as 
one of the networks being accessed especially since Harkins et al. discloses a gateway such that 
access between networks can be achieved. The use of the Internet as the network does not 
provide an unexpected result to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention. 

5. Claim 42 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 
5,513,126 to Harkins et al. in view of U.S. Pat. Pub. 2005/0091327 to Koch. 

Harkins et al. ' 126 do not explicitly disclose a webpage accessible over the Internet. 

Koch discloses a webpage accessible over the Internet (figures 10 and 1 1). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to provide a webpage accessible over the Internet, as taught by Koch, in order to 
provide a means of accessing the users preferences from a remote network. Such a modification 
is a combination of known elements according to known methods that yields predictable results. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. See PTO-892. USPGPub 2003/0074320 disclose automatically printing an email. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John B. Walsh whose telephone number is 571-272-7063. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 7:00-5:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 



supervisor, Valencia Martin- Wallace can be reached on 571-272-3440. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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